Sir -In their paper on age, socio-economic status and survival from cancer of the cervix (Br.
older patients are not being screened effectively. They cite the experience of two general practices in Glasgow. Our work on the cervical screening programme, since the inception of call and recall in 1991, is much more encouraging.
The uptake by deprivation category (1 = most affluent, 8 = most deprived) varies only very slightly (Table I ). Crude coverage levels, i.e. not taking account of hysterectomies, by the Glasgow deprivation scores range from 67 to 76% for the period 1st January 1990 to 30th June 1992. Table I shows the range of coverage within each deprivation category. 
